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Breakfast is Essential

Breakfasts at Da Vinci are catered
and served between 7:00 a.m. and 7:15
a.m. After serving hot breakfasts, the
caterers must leave to set up at the
Howard Burnham Elementary campus.
Even though your child has until 7:25
to enjoy breakfast, if he/she arrives
after 7:15 it will not be available.

Many students have been
disappointed and hungry because they
did not arrive on time. Please remind
your youngster to arrive before 7:15
a.m.

Opera for 8th Graders and Some
7th Graders

Our school has been awarded a limited number of
free tickets to the dress rehearsal of the upcoming
El Paso Opera Company'’s performance off tritpico
on March 11", Departure time is 5:30 p.m. return
between 10-10:20 p.m.
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Report Card Grades Reflect Practice

TAKS Scores

The state and federal governments consider
student TAKS scores as a reflection of student
learning. In conformity with this view, our
charter school district is carefully monitoring
every youngster’'s progress in mastering the
essential elements of the state curriculum
guidelines. Students who fail grade level TAKS
are in danger of being retained.

In order to make you and your student aware
of your child’s performance in each subject,
teachers will give students who fail the most
recent practice TAKS anincomplete (I)in that
subject on their report card.

In this way, students and parents will be
alerted of the necessity to take corrective
measures, such as attending after school,
Saturday and spring break tutoring; asking for
additional practice sheets to work on at home;
working more diligently in school.

Those parents who attended the most recent
Parent Connections Meeting were shown how to
access release grade level TAKS exams from the)
TEA website. They were also given pointers on
how to help tutor their children at home by
encouraging their students to make vocabulary
and math flash cards.

We are grateful to our Principal, Mr. Morales,
and our teachers who participated in this very
enlightening meeting: Mr. Ortega, Ms. Veale,
Mr. Reyes, and Mr. Jefferies.

We hope more parents will attend the next
Parent Connections Meeting.
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Operacontinued

Only students who return their permission slips
and a $3.00 fee to cover bus rental by February
8" will be counted. Any extra tickets will be
offered to interested students in other grades.

Feb. 8th Dance

What better day to have a Dance! That'’s
what DaVinci students believe. Encourage
your youngster to attend. These well
planned and chaperoned school social
events lay the foundation for healthy social
activities. All students are welcome. Itis
from 6:00pm to 9:00pm, cost is $3.00. Door
prizes will be awarded every 30 minutes.

February Begins Re Enrollment & Sibling
Enrollment

Beginning February 8" until March 1%, priority
will be given to all those students who plan to
return next year to Da Vinci School or Howard
Burnham Elementary School. Included in this
group are the siblings of students currently
enrolled.

After March 1%, remaining slots will be open to
the community at large. Any student wishing to
return at that time will have to be placed in the
lottery pool. Any student living in El Paso
County is eligible to attend the two charter
schools.

Registration packets and information sheets will
be available for pick up at either school office.

May 16 & 17" Dance Recital

Ms. Muruato’s Dance classes will have their
dance recital in mid May. These committed
students will entertain us, as well as
demonstrate the poise, self confidence and
agility that rewards those to practice dance.

Our Glorious GALA

More and more of our parents and teachers
are catchingGALA Fever! Students are
selecting art projects that promise to bring in
nice returns at our auction. Parents have
begun selecting basket themes and collecting
items. Others are looking for those big ticket
items that will raise the funds to make the
purchase of our bus a reality.

A professionalFood Tasting Committee,
composed of some of our most dedicated
parents will be going to the El Paso Country
Club to select the menu. The live band has
been secured; it's one that can play many
kinds of music and promises to keep us on ot
feet, dancin’!

Decorations are also falling into place. The
parents are exploring props and tablescapes
that reflect our Broadway theme. Got any
ideas? Please join us with your input.

Please contact our Parent-Coordinator, Mrs.
Ayleen Pace if you wish to help.
ayleenpace@sbcgl obal .net
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2008 Da Vinci School 7th 8th Grade
Science Fair Winners
Animal Sciences
1 Caleigh Clark

2 Benjamin Pace
Behavioral and Social Sciences
1 Victoria Lozano

1 Andrew Davis

1 Chris Payan

2 Christian Delgado

3 Jackie Holland

3 Kendall Gillette

Chemistry
3 Matthew Moncado
3 Miguel Cruz

Cellular and Molecular Biology
1 Kaitlin Don

Chemistry

Taylor Bencomo

1 Carlisle Murray

2 Armando Cruz

2 Alexandria Luna
2 Jasmine Boykins
3 Estefania Pinoncely
3

3

3
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Richard Schaffino
Rosa Ramos
Danny Rivera
omputer Science
2 Jonathan Lee
3 Luke Howell
Earth Science
Rodolfo Sigala
Brandon Abeyta
Amanda Hurtado
Octavio Rodriguez
Danny Rivera
Gabe Trevino
Engineering: Electrical and Mechanical
1 Irai Pourjavaleri
2 Kyra Swander
3 Jaime Modes
3
3
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Nathan Daniels
Michael Spetter
Engineering: Materials and
Bioengineering
1 James Courtright
2 Jorge Arroyo
3 Tyler Milton
3 Charlie Schaffino
Energy and Transportation
1 Natasha Leyva
1 Fernanda Baca
2 Chris Bueno

3 Monica Le Dozal
2 Paulina Castillo
3 Cian Gleeson

Sci ence Fair for 7" & 8"
G ades

The 7th and 8th Grade Science Fair was
held on Wednesday, January 23. About 130
students competed in 17 different
categories. The students were judged on
their ability to explain their science
experiment. Winning students had projects
that were true experiments that included at
least two experimental set ups, controls and
one variable. On Monday, January 28"
approximately 40 parents came to view
student projects. Everyone involved in the
fair commented on the positive experience
and the quality of the students’
presentations. Student who earned first and
second place will go on to represent the
Burnham Wood Charter School District at
the regional Sun Country Science Fair on
Saturday, March 1. Congratulations to all of
the science fair participants and Good Luck
to the students as they advance to the next
levels of competition.

Environmental Sciences
1 Sade Christner
1 Trevor Blake
2 Ximena Bravo Chew
3 Alfonso Gomez

Environmental Management

1 Jonathan Kaplan
2 Alona Colon
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