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Have you heard of GAP? 
 
It’s June!  Is your student in a GAP class?  Have you 
heard about Geology, Anthropology, and Paleontology 
(GAP)?  This initiative continues the Burnham Wood 
Charter School District’s capstone project that began 
last year.  Students in grades 5 through 7 are placed 
into teams to study the environment from a variety of 
perspectives. They will create hands-on displays of 
their segment of environmental studies and be 
responsible for acquiring a body of knowledge related 
to that field.  Their teachers are helping as the team 
leaders. 
 
Some teams are studying climate change, dinosaurs, 
bugs, plants, weather, and rocks and minerals to name 
a few.  They have made team logos, and will create 
displays to teach themselves and others about their 
GAP topic.  They will transform their classrooms into 
physical environments to help them see first hand how 
what we do now affects our environment now and into 
the future.  From penguins to polar bears, from the 
South Pole to the North Pole, and all areas in between, 
the students will explore, learn, and share their findings 
about geology, anthropology and paleontology.  
Through the GAP initiative the students will learn to 
teach each other, to learn from each other in their 
teams, and to see the different presentations from team 
to team.   
 
This program has been designed with the aid of 
Insights Museum’s Education Director, Mr. Gabe 
Veech.  On Monday, the program will be juried based 
on a variety of rubrics set up by the judges. Parents will 
be invited to view the exhibits on Friday, June 6th  after 
3:30.  Please ask your student what time their team will 
invite parents to view. 
 
What a great way to get excited about learning and a 
fun way to end the school year!!! 
 These articles were written with the assistance of 
Mrs. Acevedo. Thank you. 

 
Eighth Grade Space Academy Graduation 

On Friday, June 6 at 4:30 all of the eighth graders 
attending the Alamogordo program will go through a 
Space Academy graduation. Parents and guests are 
invited. The Ceremony will last for one hour and take 
place at the N.M. Museum of Space History. 
Immediately after the ceremony the bus will transport the 
youngsters back to the Da Vinci Campus. You may pick 
up your youngsters around 7:00 p.m.  

June 10, 2008, Is a Big Day!! 
 
8:00 a.m. -- Student-Teacher Awards Assembly* at the 
Da Vinci Campus for grades 4 through 8 
10:30 a.m. -- 8th Grade Graduation: Cap & Gown 
Parents and Guests are invited. 
1:30 p.m. -- 5th Grade Graduation: Student dress up. 
Nice shirt and slacks; girls- no exposed midriffs or off the 
shoulder dresses. Parents and Guests are invited.  
         
*The educational community of the Burnham Wood 
Charter School District (BWCSD) at the Da Vinci Campus 
will celebrate the accomplishments of all the students, 
teachers, groups, and classes.  These accomplishments 
have included exemplary TAKS scores, outstanding 
science presentations, and participation in the State 
Science Fair Competition.  The students and teachers 
have also joined together for a successful Dance Recital, 
a committed Cheerleading Team, talented Graphic 
Design presentations, and artwork displayed throughout 
the facility.  To round out the year and look to the future, 
BWCSD has been invited to collaborate with the New 
Mexico Space History Museum to create a Da Vinci 
Space Academy which will embed space studies into the 
high school curriculum. 
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And What Does the Future Hold? 
 
The 2008-2009 school year will find the fourth graders 
returning to the Howard Burnham Elementary School 
campus once the building annex is completed.  The 
target date is the end of September 2008.   
 
The fifth graders will remain at the Da Vinci campus 
with the sixth, seventh, eighth, and now ninth graders.  
Plans for the summer include starting construction of a 
gymnasium and a new high school building at the Da 
Vinci campus location.  The ninth grade classes will 
also begin at the Da Vinci campus in August.   
 
 
 
 

School Resumes August 25th 
If you haven’t returned your re-enrollment forms 

to the office, please do so. 
 

Parent Cooperation 
If you received an invoice for unpaid breakfast, 
lunch or daycare, please settle your account by 
June 10th.  Thank you. 
 

Summer School 
If your child has been invited to attend Da 
Vinci summer school for TAKS retest 
preparation or other skills improvement, 
please encourage your child to attend all of 
these very important and helpful sessions.  
 

What are you doing this summer? 
 
Besides having fun swimming, hiking, biking, 
skating, hanging out with your friends, etc., I 
hope you will find time to visit the library and 
select some exciting books that promise to whisk 
you away to different times and exotic places.    
 
 

Last day of school dismissal 
 
 

4th graders – Upon return from field trip 
  (approx. 2:30pm) 
 
5th graders – After graduation ceremony 
      (approx. 3:00pm) 
 
6th & 7th graders – 2:00pm 
 
8th graders – After graduation ceremony 
  (approx. 12:00pm) 
 
**Daycare will be provided until 6:00pm** 


