
 

 

Da Vinci Senior Jesus (aka Jesse) Olivares has recently been named a 2020 Gates Scholar! This 

phenomenal honor is achieved by only 300 students across the nation. The Gates Scholarship is a 

highly selective, last-dollar scholarship for exceptional, Pell-eligible, minority, high school 

seniors. Jesse joins 299 other national student leaders who have been awarded the esteemed 

scholarship with the intent of promoting their academic excellence through college graduation 

and providing them the opportunity to reach their full potential. Jesse offered:  

“Being a Gates Scholar has meant so much to my family and I, being recognized for all 

the efforts of my high school years, particularly at Da Vinci. This honor has also made 

me reflect and express my gratitude to all the teachers and faculty that supported me, 

through their knowledge and opportunities. Da Vinci has changed my life, as I now freely 

embark on my journey in college to pursue and realize my dreams.” 

As a Gates Scholar, Jesse will receive funding for the full cost of attendance at the University of 

his choice. This includes tuition, fees, room, board, books, and transportation, and may include 

other personal costs. For Jesse, who has decided to pursue an Engineering Degree at Stanford 

University, with yearly costs of $71,500, this is an estimated $288,000 scholarship!  

 

 

 

 

 

The Gates Scholarship website offers that the ideal candidate for the award is: 

• An outstanding academic record in high school (in the top 10% of his/her graduating 

class) 

• Demonstrated leadership ability (e.g., as shown through participation in community 

service, extracurricular, or other activities) 

• Exceptional personal success skills (e.g., emotional maturity, motivation, perseverance, 

etc.) 

Jesse certainly fits the bill, presently maintaining a GPA of 3.9, and having been admitted to not 

only Stanford University, but to other fine University Programs, including the University of 

Texas at Austin’s highly competitive School of Engineering. In two short years at Da Vinci 

School for Science and the Arts, Jesse has quickly become a great Ambassador for many of our 

District’s Programs. Jesse added, 



“Despite having been part of the Da Vinci for two years only, I took advantage from 

everything I could, participating in the unique InSPIRESS program and NASA’s High 

School Aerospace Scholars Program to prepare me to pursue Aerospace Engineering. 

These are some of the things that helped me stand out, demonstrating my commitment to 

my dreams, made possible by the continuous support from Da Vinci faculty to challenge 

myself every day.” 

His accomplishments include: 

• Superintendent’s Senior Intern 2020 

• Superintendent’s Leadership Academy Leader 

• InSPIRESS Competition Overall Division Award 2019 

- Overall Winner in the national competition for preparing a scientific payload for the 

Internal 

• Composition Enceladus Exploration (ICEE) mission provided by the University of 

Alabama in Huntsville. 

• NASA High School Aerospace Scholar Recognition 2019 (Summer NASA program) 

- Recognition for completion of the selective On-Site Experience at NASA’s Johnson 

Space Center, including a major Mars mission project.  

• Successfully completing four OnRamps UT classes with a 4.0 average. 

• Student Cabinet Member of GECU 

 

Da Vinci’s Gates Scholar added,  
 

“With the continuous support of Dr. G and the unique model at Da Vinci, any dedicated 

student who works hard and shows initiative, can reach success. Our Superintendent 

actively emphasizes the importance of leadership, having a Student Academy for such, 

and opening job and internship opportunities for rising seniors. These help students 

become multifaceted individuals capable of improvising, adapting, and becoming true 

leaders.” 

 

The Burnham Wood Family is very proud of Jesse, and all his accomplishments. The son of 

Verónica Robles, and Jesús Olivares, and brother to Stephanie Olivares, Jesse has a very bright 

future ahead. We have no doubt that he will go on to great things at Stanford University and 

beyond.  

 


