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Welcome! 
Da Vinci Family, I hope that everyone has had a great start to the new 

year. We are gearing up for another round of state testing in the spring. 

Our goal is to have every single student be successful. To ensure we 

achieve this goal, we are working diligently in the classrooms, placing 

a great emphasis on writing and hosting Saturday tutoring sessions for 

both the middle and high school students. Please be on the lookout for 

those Saturday dates. Additionally, please make sure to read over the 

testing section for more information. We wish you and your family 

much success and happiness throughout the coming year. 
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Principal 

05 G.  CLASSROOM 

WALK TWO MOONS 05 
06 MUSIC TOUR

COUNSELING DPT.  06 



pg. 2 

Spring Testing 
BY CHRISTINA BUCKROP 
Time to gear up for testing! Testing is right around the corner and we want to make sure that our students are prepared 

for the upcoming STAAR and EOC exams. The STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Resources), is the state 

testing program that was implemented in 2011-2012. The tests are designed to measure and assess the extent to which 

students have learned and are able to apply knowledge and skills defined in the state curriculum standards (TEKS). For 

more information, please visit the STAAR resources webpage: http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/. 

AP Introduction 
BY ALEXANDRO MEDINA 
I am excited and honored to start this 2019 as the Assistant Principal 

of Da Vinci School for Science & the Arts. I have been fortunate to be 

part of this great community for the last 10 years. I graduated from 

the University of Texas at El Paso with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Industrial Engineering. In addition, I hold an Alternative Teacher 

Certification for Math 8-12 and a certificate for Engineering 

Education and Leadership. I look forward to continuing my work 

with Ms. Longoria, our Principal, and Dr. Gonzalez, our 

Superintendent, as well as the rest of our staff, in our efforts to do 

whatever it takes to advance the achievement of all the students in 

Testing Subjects at a Glance: 
6th Grade: Reading, Math, 

7th Grade: Reading, Writing, Math 
8th Grade: Reading, Math, Science, Social Studies 

High School: English I, English II, Algebra I, US History, Biology

8th graders must pass Reading & Math to 
advance to the next grade level. 

 
During their high school career, it is required 
that high school students pass all five subject 
area tests to graduate and earn a high school 

diploma. They begin testing their freshman year.

April 9 April 8 April 10 April 11 April 12 

April 16 April 15 April 17 April 18 April 19 

May 6 May 7 May 8 May 9 May 10 

May 13 May 14 May 15 May 16 May 17 

May 20 May 21 May 22 May 23 May 24 

Grade 7 Writing 

Grade 8 Math 
Grade 8 
Reading 

English II Make-Up 
Sessions 

Grade 6 Math 

Biology U.S. History Algebra I Make-Up 
Sessions 

Grade 7 Math 
Grade 7 Reading 

Grade 6 Reading 

English II 
Algebra II 

Grade 8 
Science Grade 8 

Social Studies Paper Make-Up 
Sessions 

Online Make-Up 
Sessions 

our campus. Working together, I am confident that we will continue to provide our students with a truly rigorous and 

enriching school experience.  Da Vinci School for Science & the Arts is a special and unique community of which I am 

proud to be a part of. And I am excited to continue Ms. Burnham’s vision for the school. 

Thank you!

**Students who do not pass their STAAR/EOC tests will be 
attending school in June, 2019** 

English I 

Grade 8 
Math Retest 

Grade 8 
Reading Retest 

After School Tutoring Schedule 
Monday & Wednesdays: 

 
 

Tuesday & Thursdays: 

Math
Social Studies

English
Science 
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"There is no doubt OnRamps is giving them the experience of 
post secondary education before attending college.." 

Senior Trip 
BY PEDRO HERNANDEZ 
Aloha! 

The Seniors are going to Hawaii! In our school’s long held 

tradition of the Senior Trip, this year’s group took the 

initiative and recommended traveling to the Pacific. It is 

not very often you get to say you went to Hawaii, and this 

group of students are going to get to say that. Throughout 

the Fall semester, the Seniors fundraised as much as they 

could. They got up early on Saturday’s to sell concessions 

at the flag football games, and stayed late after school for 

the school dances, concerts, and athletic events. And I can 

proudly say they are going to continue working diligently 

this Spring semester as well. The Seniors are sincerely 

thankful for all of your support and are looking forward to 

your continued support throughout the new semester. 

Mahalo! 

The fall semester has come and gone in a blink of an eye. 

This year’s US History OnRamps students successfully 

completed their first semester of college. They went through 

the experiences of a college student: reading assignments 

for homework, studying primary sources, midterms, and 

finals. However, the biggest experience they encountered 

was the importance of time management. My students 

partook in many class discussions, engaging in the famous 

Socratic method that is used by many college/university 

professors, expanding their thinking and opening their 

minds to other opinions and beliefs. There is no doubt 

OnRamps is giving them the experience of post secondary 

education before attending college.

OnRamps 
BY PEDRO HERNANDEZ 

US HISTORY 

For the past several months, students in the UT Austin 

OnRamps Computer Science course have been creating 

programs using block-based coding. At first, students griped 

that “block-based coding was for little kids;” however, they 

quickly discovered that there is so much more they could 

create using block-based codes. 

 

 

OnRamps 
BY KATHERINE BOWARD 

FUTURE PROGRAMMERS 

If you would like to check out 
some of our projects, please scan 

the QR code or visit 
https://scratch.mit.edu/classes 

/128599/studios/

Currently, our class has transitioned from block-based 

coding to text-based coding. Students are now learning 

how to code in Java using the program, Processing. In this 

unit, students will create a filter to transform 

photographs by programmatically manipulating bits. 

With the countless amount of photo-editing apps and 

programs, our class is excited to create our very own 

photo filters!

In our last project, students were instructed to parse a 

binary string to create an engaging program. Some 

students coded games, educational tutorials, and even an 

interactive art gallery walk.
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There are great things in store for the Da Vinci Theatre 

Department and the Mighty Dragon Theatre Company. 

Work will begin soon on the expansion of our 

auditorium stage that will effectively double the size of 

our performance area. When this project is complete, 

the Da Vinci Auditorium will be a top-tier multipurpose 

performance space, with state of the art sound and 

theatrical lighting. 

"The top 3 finalists of different 
categories will advance to Regional 

Competition at the Sun Country 
science Fair on March 2, 2019." 

Da Vinci School had its annual Science Fair this week on 

Wednesay, Jan. 23rd - January 24th  Middle School and High 

School students competed and demonstrated their scientific 

and speaking skills by presenting their science fair project to 

qualified judges. 

Science Fair 
BY NORMA BROWN

The top 3 finalists of different categories will advance to 

Regional Competition at the Sun Country science Fair on 

March 2, 2019, where they will compete with all districts 

from El Paso, Canutillo, Clint and Socorro and prepare for a 

spot at the state level competition. We are so proud of our 

students who have worked so hard the past few months on 

their science fair projects!

STUDENTS PRESENTING THEIR PROJECTS 

BY WAYNE DAVIDSON M.ED. 

In October, we took some of our high school theatre 

students to see Young Frankenstein, the Musical at the 

UTEP Dinner Theatre. We will also be taking students at 

the end of January to see the Dinner Theatre’s 

production of Disney’s Newsies:” The Musical, and 

Mamma Mia!: The Musical in April. 

Before Thanksgiving break, we had auditions for our 

2018-2019 UIL One-Act Play production of Louder, I 

Can’t Hear You by Bill Gleason. Below is our cast list of 

those student actors who will be representing Da Vinci 

at the District 6-2A UIL One Act Play competition March 

4th and 5th at Fort Stockton High School in Fort 

Stockton, Texas.

Marge, the mother…………. Victoria Garcia 

Ann, the daughter…………. Jimena De La Torre 

Oscar, the father ……..…… Francisco Alexander Molinar 

Junior, the son……………. Jonathan Herrera 

Nurse………………………... Isabella Perea 

Doctor Phillips……………… Amelia Rubio 

We are confident that after coming into the competition 

in 2016-2017 for the first time, and winning alternate for 

the last two years that Da Vinci will take the next step by 

advancing to Bi-District this year. We will be doing two 

public performances here in the Da Vinci Auditorium on 

February 28 and March 1 at 4:30 PM. Tickets will be $3 in 

advance, and $5 at the door

Coming up soon, we will be starting a Classic Movie 

Appreciation class, which will be held on Thursdays 

from 4:00-6:00 PM in Room MS 107. We will be watching 

and doing critical analysis of films from Hollywood’s 

classic era, from Charlie Chaplin all the way through 

Harry Potter. This will hopefully be used to help gauge 

interest for a student filmmaking class, and entering Da 

Vinci student-made films into UIL competition next year.

Finally, the third week of May right before the end of 

school brings us the 4th annual Lynn Strelzin Pollock 

Poetry and Drama Competition, in which our students 

have the opportunity to share their work and their 

talent with their fellow students for prizes and bragging 

rights. It is always very fun to see how talented Da Vinci 

students are during this event. We look forward to 

seeing you there!
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The 7th graders read the fiction novel “Walk Two Moons” 

last semester. Many wanted to know if we would watch the 

movie, but, unfortunately, I had to tell them there wasn’t a 

movie version of the book. Morgan Eddy said, “Aww, but 

there really should be one.” So, before winter break, I 

suggested she write a letter to the author, Sharon Creech. I 

honestly had forgotten about our conversation. Morgan 

didn’t forget, however. On Tuesday, January 8, 2019, Ms. 

Eddy handed me a letter to Sharon Creech, encouraging her 

to make a movie of her John Newberry Medal Award 

winning novel, “Walk Two Moons.” I searched the 

publishers’ website and found this letter:

Google Classroom 
BY NYSSA ARCOS - TECH/ 504/ ES
Greetings! 

Let’s talk about 21st Century tech and parent 

communication. At Da Vinci, teachers and students have 

access to Google for Education within and outside of the 

classroom. This innovative suite of programs offers both 

teachers and students a wide range of resources useful for 

productivity and learning. Some of the more commonly 

used Google tools that are available to students include 

Sheets, Docs, Slides, and Classroom. Da Vinci teachers 

currently use Google Classroom to share and provide access 

to important information and lessons with their students in 

a variety of ways. Some of these sharing methods include 

saving assignments, posting educational video tutorials, 

making announcements, and highlighting important school 

dates. Most importantly, all of this information is also 

available to parents from any desktop, laptop, or mobile 

device and any browser at anytime!

Simply ask your child for their Google username and 

password to log into Google and start accessing Classroom 

instantly. Contact your child’s teacher if they are unable to 

log in or forget their account information. Please not that 

your student’s username is in the form of an email address, 

but the GMAIL feature is not currently enabled. Please feel 

free to email me at: narcos@burnhamwood.org for more 

information about Google For Education at Da Vinci School 

for Science & the Arts.

BY SEANDRA VAUGHN-MERRICK

WRITE TO SHARON 
I love hearing from my readers! 
If you’d like to write me a letter: 

Sharon Creech 
P. O. Box 576 

Camden, ME 04843-0576 
If you would like a reply, please enclose a self-addressed 

stamped envelope. 

Morgan and I self-addressed two envelopes and mailed the 

letter to Ms. Creech on Wednesday, January 9. I’ll keep you 

posted… 

In the meantime, if you have read the novel and you think 

Ms. Creech should urge publishers for a movie version too, 

follow the instructions from the website. Let me know if 

you do so by sending an email to:  smerrick@burnhamwood.org.
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Da Vinci students will receive their registration packet for 

the next school year by the end of February. They will have 

ample time to review the course offerings for next year with 

their parents, teachers, and counselor to make their final 

decisions as to which classes they would like to take and 

are required to take during the next school year. Completed 

course request forms will be due March 8th. We build our 

master schedule around student requests and assign 

staff around those requests; therefore, we ask that students 

carefully select classes and follow through with their 

selections. Again, when students sign up for classes, they 

are making a commitment for the following school year. 

Orchestra & Choir Tour 
BY JAMES HAMILTON
On Dec 14th 2018 the Da Vinci Orchestra and Choir went on 

their traditional winter nursing retirement center tour. They 

traveled too Monte Vista Retirement Center. The Orchestra 

performed first then the choir and the last song of the 

concert the orchestra and choir performed together. 

Afterwards they visited the Cimarron Park Nursing & 

Rehabilitation Center. The students performed so 

eloquently! Both centers have asked us to come back. 

Until Next Year, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

BY COUNSELING DEPARTMENT

Scholarship Information 
Many colleges have their own in house scholarship application. 

Students may look for numerous other 

scholarships on a variety of web sites such as www.unigo.com, 

www.goingmerry.com, www.fastweb.com, cappex.com, 

www.scholarships.com/, www.schoolsoup.com and more. 

BY COUNSELING DEPARTMENT

Financial Aid - FAFSA 
The FAFSA application needs to be completed 

as soon as possible so that colleges can prepare a financial 

aid package for your student.  It is recommended that you 

complete the FAFSA application online at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov. Please visit the website now to apply for 

a FSA ID. Both the student and the parent need a FSA ID.

BY COUNSELING DEPARTMENT

Important Reminders: 
Juniors, it is important to start thinking about 

taking either the SAT or ACT this spring and 

summer. College entrance exams are required for 

college applications. Don't wait until the last 

minute to take yours! Start now. 

SAT Test Dates

                                        March 9th, 2019 

                           (Register by February 8th) 

            Register online at: www.collegeboard.org 

ACT Test Dates 

                                 April 13th, 2019 

                         (Register by March 8th) 

             Register online at: actstudent.org 

Your student's counselor will be meeting individually with 

all rising eighth graders beginning the week of February 

11th. This appointment will assist them with high school 

course selections, graduation requirements, endorsement 

information, career options and post-secondary planning. 

Additionally, your student's counselor will begin meeting 

individually with all rising juniors beginning the week of 

March 4th. This appointment will assist them with senior 

course selections, graduation requirements, career options 

and post-secondary planning. Information will be given to 

students regarding colleges and other after-high school 

options. Please contact Christina Buckrop if you have any 

questions: chargrove@burnhamwood.org 


