THIS MONTH’S
IMPORTANT DATES
Jan. 01– New Year’s Day
Jan. 04 - World Braille Day
Jan. 04-07 - Intersession Break
Jan. 06 - Epiphany
Jan. 07 - Orthodox Christmas
Day

January 2021

IS COVID-19 OVER?
We are three months shy of the year mark that turned our school
world upside down. March 2020, we left for spring break and our
school life has not been the same since.
April 2020 showed how versatile our VDF teachers were in getting
classwork, homework, tests and projects to their students via the
internet. From taking pictures of work and sending them to families, to emailing parents at all hours of the day, to feeling accomplished when we left school in May 2020 we are proud at how we
handled the ending of the school year.
We had already projected 2020-2021 school year would start a
little different. But we never thought it would be SO very different.
Our 2020-2021 school year began online. We phased in our faceto-face students by the beginning of September 2020 and have
since continued with face-to-face and virtual students with Vista
teachers at the forefront leading the way.
It is with the sheer determination from our superintendent, Dr. G,
continued guidance from our administration team, and extremely
determined teachers that we have maintained the safety of ALL
our Viper families as our number priority. Any student with a
small cough, complaining of a sore throat or achy body have been
sent home and brought back to school with either a negative test
result or a letter from the their doctor stating they are cleared to
come back to school. (As each case was different, each situation
required a different outcome to be presented upon re-entry of the
school grounds.) All cases have met the approval of Dr. G.
As we left for our Winter Break, whispers were heard around the
world of COVID-19 variants, COVID-19 vaccines, and numbers
continuing to rise.

Jan. 07 - International Programmers’ Day
Jan. 08 - Staff Development
Jan. 08 - Report Cards Issued

Jan. 11 - Students Return Back to
School
Jan. 13 - Stephen Foster Memorial Day
Jan. 14 - Orthodox New Year
Jan. 17 - World Religion Day
Jan. 18 Martin Luther King Jr.
Day - NO SCHOOL
Jan. 20 - Inauguration Day
Jan. 28 - Tu Bishvat/Tu B’Shevat
Jan. 29 - Early Dismissal/Staff
Development

NEXT MONTH’S DATES
Feb. 15 - Presidents Day Holiday
Feb. 26 - End of 4th Six Weeks
Feb. 26 - Report Cards Issued
Feb. 26 - Early Dismissal

COVID –19
SAFETY REMINDERS
With the numbers of infected rising in El Paso, it is important that
you remind your children on a
daily basis to continue to:
• Wash their hands regularly
with soap and water for 20
seconds.
• Maintain 6ft of distance between the people around them.
• Wear protective masks when
around people to protect themselves.

COVID CONTINUED
In an article written by the CDC, they stated,
“Viruses constantly change through mutation, and
new variants of a virus are expected to occur over
time. Sometimes new variants emerge and disappear. Other times, new variants emerge and persist.
Multiple variants of the virus that causes COVID-19
have been documented in the United States and
globally during this pandemic.”
So what does all this mean?
Although we are beginning to see the roll-out of the
vaccine, we still must remain vigilant to our surroundings. As a community, we should continue to
make every attempt to stay six feet away from each
other, wear our masks at all times, wash hands frequently and continue to avoid large crowds.

As numbers continue to rise, we can only do our part
in avoiding the virus by doing the above mentioned.
Please let the school know if you have traveled outside of El Paso, TX, if you have immediate family
members that have caught the virus, and if your
child is exhibiting any signs or symptoms keep them
home and call the school immediately.
Lastly, thank you Viper Families for continuing to
take the necessary precautions and keeping our Viper Community safe. We would not be an open campus without your diligence in reporting illnesses and
heeding the necessary guidance the school gives you
in order to bring your children back to school safely.
For more information, visit the CDC website:
www.cdc.gov

“Viruses constantly change through mutation, and new variants of a virus are expected to occur over time…” CDC Article
JANUARY
BIRTHDAY CLUB—
STUDENTS
01 - B.K.
06 - N.P.
06 - I.C.
07 - I.Z.
07 - A.M.
08 - J.A.
08 - C.S.
08 - A.M.
09 - A.A.
12 - Y.E.
15 - L.S.
15 - V.R.
16 - J.R.
16 - D.M.
18 - M.A.
18 - I.A.
20 - R.S.
22 - K.G.
25 - M.G.
28 - A.L.
28 - S.V.
28 - A.V.
29 - A.P.
31 - D.A.

STUDENT SHOUT-OUT
Peretz Ayokosok (4th Grade)
Peretz embodies what it means to be a Vista Viper in every
sense. As a fourth grade student, he strives to always put
forth the best version of himself. He eagerly faces any challenge, knowing that he will come out stronger and more capable than before. His insatiable hunger for academic
growth is infectious in the classroom.
Peretz, thank you for all you do as a Vista Viper! Your diligence in class and out of class makes you a shining scholar.
Continue on your path and we look forward to seeing
GREAT things from you.
#ViperStrong
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TEACHER SHOUT-OUT
JANUARY
BIRTHDAY CLUB TEACHERS

11 - Edna Gonzalez
17 - Luz Olivares

Shout-out to the following Vista Vipers Educators!!
The two teachers highlighted in this month’s issue are Mrs. C. Gonzalez
(3rd Grade) and Mrs. Torres (3rd Grade).
Mrs. Torres began her Vista career a short 9 years ago. Mrs. Torres had a
knack for 4th grade and was always able to mold her 4th graders to excellent
writers. So much so, some of her students attended the 7th grade we had two
years ago and they STILL remembered some of the techniques taught to
them by Mrs. Torres. A few years back, Mrs. Torres was placed in 3rd grade.
It was evident that Mrs. Torres was ready for the challenge of the new grade
level and would tackle the new grade with grace and leadership. Her takecharge attitude gave Mrs. Torres the ability to relearn new TEKS, create a
plan for her students to succeed and come out the same AMAZING teacher
she was in 4th grade! Mrs. Torres, your persistence and determination to do
right by your students continues to show in the work ethic you bring to the
school on a daily basis. Thank you for always embodying the Vista Viper
Core Values by going above and beyond for our families.
Mrs. Carla Gonzalez arrived at Vista this year and has already begun making
her mark! Mrs. Gonzalez’ positive, go-getter attitude, has made her transition to the Viper family appear seamless. She has so much to offer her students and does not hold back. She makes learning fun and engaging so that
all the students in her class are being challenged to their level of learning.
Vista really lucked out when we hired Mrs. Gonzalez. You are a prime example of the Viper way, Mrs. Gonzalez!
Thank you Mrs. Torres and Mrs. Gonzalez, for EVERYTHING you do for our
3rd grade Vipers.
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STAFF SHOUT-OUT
For as long as we can remember, Ms. Luz has been apart of our
Vista family. She is the person we all go to for advise and when
we need a good laugh, Luz always has a way to make you laugh.
Her kindness and generosity is evident in her everyday work
ethic. Luz makes the most amazing meals for our school and
always appears to be having a blast doing so.
Our Vista family is ever so lucky to have Ms. Luz as our go-to
person. Thank you Ms. Luz, for opening the school everyday,
always having a smile for all who pass through the cafeteria,
and most importantly, for always loving and caring for our Viper families.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL):
RESPONSIBLE DECISION MAKING
The ability to establish and maintain
healthy and rewarding relationships with
diverse individuals and groups. The ability to communicate clearly, listen well,
cooperate with others, resist inappropriate social pressure, negotiate conflict
constructively, and seek and offer help
when needed.
•

Communication

•

Social Engagement

•

Relationship Building

•

Teamwork
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STUDENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
Student council has done it again! Our Vista
Viper Student Council have THE biggest heart
when it comes to giving to their community
and surrounding neighbors. They organized a
donation drive that had an overwhelming response by the Viper community, they were able
to donate items to 3 different locations: The
Annunciation House, Dame La Mano, and
Bethlehem Orphanage in Juarez.

pajama party on Monday, Winter Wonderland
on Tuesday, Santa’s Workshop on Wednesday,
Christmas/Winter Character on Thursday and
ended the week with our “Ugly Sweaters.” (Which is an ironic title given all the
sweaters were absolutely ADORABLE!)

Thank you Ms. Chavira and Ms. Holguin for
continuing to show the Viper StuCo and student body that kindness goes a long way and
What a Blessing this was for the families during can change the life of many.
this holiday season!
Student council also organized a Fa La La La
La Viper’s Spirit Week. The student body, faculty and staff got together and dressed up in
different attire each day. We started off with a
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ENROLLMENT FOR
2021 - 2022
SCHOOL YEAR
Packets for the 2021 - 2022 school year will
begin making their grand appearance ending
February beginning March time frame.
Keep on the lookout for these packets online,
in your child’s backpack, or come by in person for one.

Vista del Futuro Charter School
1671 Bob Hope Dr.
El Paso, TX 79936
Phone: 915-855-8143
Fax: 915-855-8179
E-mail: www.burnhamwood.org
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