THIS MONTH’S
IMPORTANT DATES
Feb. 05 - Picture Retakes
Feb. 08 - TELPAS Writing samples begin
Feb. 15 - Presidents Day Holiday
Feb. 22 - TELPAS online testing
begins

February 2021

HISTORY IN THE MAKING
Vista, as a school and district, does not take sides of any political
party. That being said, we do educate our youth and future political
scholars with the current and up to date news around the world.
Every four years, we gather together as communities and vote on
our choice of policies, thoughts we agree with, or maybe even just
the politician themselves that we would like to see represent the
United States of America as President. This past November a new
President was elected and on January 20, 2021 he was sworn in as
the 46th President of the United States.
Each time a president is sworn in to office, it is another historical
event for our children to be aware of and understand that their
voices can be heard. As educators, we take every opportunity to
bring to light the world outside of school grounds, highlight them,
and bring them to the classroom. These very real historic lessons
are always more powerful to witness first hand. Some classes were
fortunate enough to view the swearing in of the 46th President live
and that made for great discussions.

Feb. 26 - End of 4th Six Weeks
Feb. 26 - Report Cards Issued
Feb. 26 - Early Dismissal

NEXT MONTH’S DATES
Mar. 08-12 - Intercession Break
Mar. 15-19 - Spring Break

COVID –19
SAFETY REMINDERS
With the numbers of infected rising in El Paso, it is important that
you remind your children on a
daily basis to continue to:
• Wash their hands regularly
with soap and water for 20
seconds.
• Maintain 6ft of distance between the people around them.
• Wear protective masks when
around people to protect themselves. OVER THE NOSE AND
UNDER THE CHIN.

What makes this election so historical?
For the first time in history, there is a woman sworn in as Vice
President of the United States. This historical moment allows all
our children to see that as Americans, as scholars, as our future,
they are ALL able to set their mind to do anything they want. It will
be accomplished through hard work and dedication.
Some of the conversations that were being emphasized was how the
politicians did not get to where they were without years of hard
work. None of them just happen to be on the ballot.

SPRING BREAK
TRAVELS
If you are planning on traveling
outside of El Paso, Texas, during
this break, it is imperative that
you quarantine for at least 14 days
after, and have the students tested. The students may only return
to school with a NEGATIVE test
result and clearance from Dr.
Gonzales.
If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to call our front
office:
(915) 855-8143.

HISTORY CONTINUED
Along with hard work, education is a big factor. Each
political figure needs to have knowledge of what is
going on around the world, what will effect the
American families they serve, and how they can assist the American families the best. All of that requires knowledge, schooling, and an immense work
ethic.
These conversations were guided by our amazing
Viper Educators. True to the Viper way, our educators did not take sides or show preference for one
political party over the other. Our Educators simply
provided our students with the historical facts they
were witnessing. We are not here to bias our Viper
scholars for political parties, but rather, we are here
to show them that although right now, they are unable to vote, in a few years it will be their voices that

make the changes.
As educators, we see that our scholars soak up everything around them. They learn so quickly and most
want to understand what is happening around them.
Below are a few links you can go to so family discussions can occur.
You never know when our next President or Vice
President is sitting in your living room.
Talking to your Kids About the Presidential Election
https://parents-together.org/talking-kidpresidential-election/
A Winning Team
https://www.timeforkids.com/g56/a-winningteam/?rl=en-650

“For the first time in history, there is a woman sworn in as Vice
President of the United States.”
FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAY CLUB—
STUDENTS
03 - K.B.
03 - K.Z.
06 - S.G.
06 - K.M.
06 - M.B.
07 - E.S.
13 - I.A.
16 - M.C.
17 - H.G.
19 - E.M.
19 - M.L.
21 - S.O.
24 - G.A.
26 - H.R.
27 - J.Z.

STUDENT SHOUT-OUT
Cesar Nevarez Pena (4th Grade)
Cesar has definitely shown what it is to have a growth
mindset. Through his struggles, Cesar finds a way to do always put his best foot forward, and do his best work in class
and with his peers. Cesar set a goal to get straight A’s this
year and he is determined to make that happen.
“Estoy muy orgullosa de mi estudiante Cesar!” - Mrs. Gonzalez
Cesar, thank you for all you do as a Vista Viper! Your hard
work and determination makes you a shining Viper Scholar. Continue on your path and we look forward to seeing
GREAT things from you.
#ViperStrong

2

TEACHER SHOUT-OUT
FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAY CLUB TEACHERS

08 - Jesus Martinez

Shout-out to the following Vista Vipers Educators!!
The two teachers highlighted in this month’s issue are Mrs. E. Gonzalez
(4th Grade) and Mrs. Langhans (4th Grade).
Mrs. Edna Gonzalez came to Vista in January 2020. You would never know
that Mrs. Gonzalez was a new-ish teacher. She has such poise with her students, and the amount of work she puts in to each lesson is astonishing. 4th
grade is synonymous with Writing STAAR, and Mrs. Gonzalez has a way to
get so much information from the students and shows them just how to put
all their thoughts on paper. Mrs. Gonzalez has made the craft of teaching
look so easy. We know how incorrect that perception is. Thank you for all
your dedication to your students. Your hard work and determination to help
each student in your classroom is most respected.
Mrs. Breanna Langhans joined the Vista Family in August 2020. New to
teaching just like Mrs. Gonzalez, you would never know this is her first year
as a teacher. Mrs. Langhans student taught at Vista last year in fourth grade
and did such an amazing job, we just had to hire her! Her kind heart, and
amazing teaching techniques shine through and make Mrs. Langhanses class
run flawless. Her determination to get all her students writing, reading, and
gaining valuable math concepts is commendable. Thank you for your hard
work and dedication to your students. Your efforts do not go unnoticed.
These two AMAZING educators make up our Fourth Grade Team. They are a
powerhouse and work as such.
Thank you ladies for showing up for your students day in and day out and
for EVERYTHING you do for our Viper 4th Grade Scholars! We truly appreciate you two!
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STAFF SHOUT-OUT
Mr. Jesus Martinez has worked here at Vista from the time the
school opened their doors back in 2010. His work ethic is unmatched and the amount of days missed by Jesus can be
counted on both hands throughout his 10 years at Vista.
Jesus’s first love is family and does everything and anything he
needs to do for them. Jesus will give his absolute all to his family and does on a daily basis.
His second love is football, and his favorite team, The Dallas
Cowboys, is evident in his attire, coffee cups, water cups and
his daily backpack. GO COWBOYS!
Since the pandemic hit, Jesus has been assisting the school
stay sanitized by cleaning the door handles, door ways,
throughout the school with Lysol, and continuing his everyday
cleaning of classrooms, hallways, and any messes throughout
the day.
Thank you, Jesus, for keeping Vista clean and sanitized! We
truly appreciate ALL your hard work!

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL):
SELF-MANAGEMENT
The ability to successfully regulate one’s
emotions, thoughts, and behaviors in different situations — effectively managing
stress, controlling impulses, and motivating oneself. The ability to set and
work toward personal and academic
goals.
•

Impulse Control

•

Stress Management

•

Self-Discipline

•

Self-Motivation

•

Goal Setting

•

Organizational Skills

4

MEANINGFUL CONVERSATIONS
With the hustle and bustle of the day: work,
school, after school activities, homework, dinner,
bath, bed, repeat, it becomes hard to find the time
to have meaningful conversations with your children.

in a safe place.
When do we have the time?
When traveling from one destination to the other,
you can turn off the radio and give your children a
topic to discuss.

Having conversations with your children will allow your children the ability to express themselves
in a way they may not understand just yet. It is in
these opportunities that you can take a moment
and talk through what they are going through.
Maybe your child is feeling stressed but does not
have the words quite yet for “feeling stressed” so
they show their emotions with harsh language or
acting out.

During dinner, turn off the electronics and begin a
conversation.
Take a walk in the evening, or on the weekend and
invite your children to come along.

There are plenty of missed opportunities we have
each and everyday. We just need to really look for
those moments so we can have our children open
up to us, explain their emotions, and get great acBy having conversations you open up a dialogue
tions to be able to take when they have those feelwith your children and they understand more that ings later on in life.
conversations with parents or guardians they are

CONVERSATION STARTERS
Just a few conversation starters taken from a Chick-fil-A Kids Meal game:
1. What are some fun things to do on a rainy day?
2. If you were planning the best playground in the world, what would you include in it?
3. Would you rather play with puppies or kittens?
4. What is the best way to cheer someone on?
5. If you had the chance, how would you decorate a surfboard?
6. What are your favorite games to play outside with friends?
7. What is something new you would like to learn this year?
8. What song always makes you want to get up and dance?
9. If you could be great at playing any musical instrument, which one would you pick?
10. If you had a free day to do whatever you would like, what would you do?
Here are some questions that can spark interesting conversations about your family:
(Taken from https://www.verywellfamily.com/conversation-starters-for-kids-4160004)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

What is your favorite thing about our family?
What is your favorite family tradition?
What are the most important things we’ve taught you?
Do you think the discipline and consequences in our family are fair?
If you could make three family rules, what would they be?
What do you think are the most important qualities of a good parent?
What should we do more of as a family?
What do you like best about your siblings?
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SPRING BREAK TRAVELS
If you are planning on traveling outside of El Paso, Texas, during this
break, it is imperative that you quarantine for at least 14 days after, and
have the students tested. The students may only return to school with a
NEGATIVE test result AND clearance from Dr. Gonzales.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call our front office:
(915) 855-8143.

ENROLLMENT FOR
2021 - 2022 SCHOOL YEAR
Packets for the 2021 - 2022 school year will begin making their
grand appearance ending February beginning March time frame.
Keep on the lookout for these packets online, in your child’s backpack, or come by in person for one.

Vista del Futuro Charter School
1671 Bob Hope Dr.
El Paso, TX 79936
Phone: 915-855-8143
Fax: 915-855-8179
E-mail: www.burnhamwood.org
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